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Collaborating with
Community

One of the ways that the Healthy
Homes Coalition achieves its mission
is by continuously collaborating with
community partners to ensure healthy
housing conditions for children.

“This partnership shows the importance
and need for these services,” said

Kim Sturgeon of Bethany Christian
Services. Kim works with refugee
women, guiding them through the
licensing process to start in-home day
care services.

L to R: Kathie Hoffmann and legan Martin of Kent Regional 4-C and Ki
Sturgeon of Bethany Christian Services

Healthy Homes plays a role with these families by providing the smoke alarms, carbon monoxide detectors and
radon tests required to receive their day care licenses, and educates families on the importance of fire safety
and the risks of carbon monoxide poisoning. Carbon monoxide is colorless, tasteless and the leading cause of
poisoning deaths in the United States.

Healthy Homes not only makes these homes safer for children, but also helps to empower women who are
launching small businesses. “Many of these women have children themselves.” Kim explained. “Starting the day
care offers a way for them to earn income while also providing for their families and their community,”

“The hope is that by going through this process, women become empowered as business owners and share the
knowledge with other families that have recently immigrated,” said
Kathie Hoffman of Kent Regional 4-C. Kathie handles day care
licensing for the county. “As recent immigrants, these women are Thank YO'III.!
able to gain knowledge that benefits the health of their own families
as well as the families they serve.”

The Heathy Homes Coalition

is grateful for the generous
contributions and grants received
from Sebastian Foundation, FEMA,
the Dyer-lves Foundation and others.

The licensing process to begin in-home day care takes months.
Throughout that time, the women are connected with resources

at many other organizations such as Safe Kids, ICCF and Grand See pages 2-4 for more information

Valley State University. on how these contributions help
Healthy Homes continue our work to

Together with our community partners, the Healthy Homes Coalition eliminate harmful housing conditions.

is proud to ensure safe and healthy housing for children. \_ J
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Summer & Fall Events

Building Healthy Futures
Luncheon

Healthy Homes Coalition is happy
to host our community partners and
share our mission to advocate for
healthy housing for children.

September 25,Noon
Prince Conference Center

Building Healthy Homes Tours

Come learn more about what the
Healthy Homes Coalition does and
how you can get involved. Light
lunch provided. Questions? Call Paul
at (616) 241-3300.

August 15, Noon

Lead Safe Painting Classes

If you want to learn how to keep your
home lead safe while doing home
repairs, come to one of our FREE
classes! Call Candace at (616) 241-
3300 for more information.

August 21, 10:30am - 12:00pm
September 23, 3:00pm - 4:30pm

Intro to Healthy Homes Class

Learn how to keep your children safe
from environmental hazards found in
the home. Classes can be schedule
for groups of 5 or more people that
are interested in finding out how to
keep their children safe and healthy
in the home environment. Call
Candace at (616) 241-3300 for more
information.
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Painting this Summer? Be Sure to Paint
Lead-Safe!

Summer is home renovation time in Michigan. Recently, the Healthy
Homes Coalition partnered with local news outlets to inform the public
about the importance of using lead-safe practices while renovating
and painting homes.

It is important to know that lead paint chips that fall from houses into
the yard during power washing or dry scraping are harmful to children.
Lead chips contaminate the soil and create lead dust that exposes
children to the risk of lead poisoning. An estimated 40% of lead
poisoned children in Michigan live in older homes that are currently or
recently have undergone renovations.

The City of Grand Rapids’ housing code requires that lead-safe work
practices be used when re-painting or repairing pre-1978 homes.
Paid contractors and landlords are also required to be trained and
certified by the US-EPA and must use lead-safe work practices. The
Healthy Homes Coalition continues to advocate for lead safe work
practices to ensure the safety of children in their homes.

WOOD-TV News 8 and the Grand Rapids Press helped the Healthy
Homes Coalition inform the public by featuring stories on this
important topic..

If you see someone spreading paint chips by using unsafe work
practices, please report the violation to help keep kids safe. For more
information on how to work lead-safe or report violations, contact
Healthy Homes at (616) 241-3300.

To sign up for a FREE class to learn how to keep your children safe
while making repairs in your home, see the information on Lead Safe
Painting Classes in the panel to the left.

(616) 241-3300



Thank You for Supporting our Healthy Homes 100 Campaign!

Healthy Homes would like to give a big “thank you” to the 100 donors who supported our Healthy Homes 100
campaign, responding to the generous challenge grant offered by the Sebastian Foundation this past spring.
Together, individual donors and the Sebastian Foundation contributed a total of $36,385 to double the capacity of
the Healthy Homes for Healthy Kids program in 2013. Through this program, donors are providing families with
resources to identify and resolve lead hazards and asthma triggers in the home such as dust wipe sampling, lead
safe cleaning supplies, integrated pest management supplies and more!
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One of the key strategies at the Healthy Homes Coalition is to improve children’s housing and protect their health
and wellbeing is through advocacy. Effective advocacy is not something that is just done in one’s spare time, but
it must be well planned and resources must be dedicated to this activity.

The Dyer-lves Foundation recently provided the Healthy Homes Coalition with a grant to mobilize advocates
on behalf of safe homes for children. Support from Dyer-Ives will enable the Healthy Homes Coalition to craft
its message in a way that communicates clearly and effectively to a wide variety of key decision-makers in our

community to ensure that quality housing for children is advanced as a key strategy.

During the coming year, advocates will be meeting with 100 community leaders to help them better understand
the impact that better housing can have upon outcomes for children. The campaign will also speak to the return
on investment that comes from investing in safe environments for kids. But the campaign will do more than

just inform—it will also seek commitments from these leaders to take action steps that make children’s housing

healthier.



FEMA Renews Support for Fire Safety

The Healthy Homes Coalition was awarded its third grant from FEMA this past spring, increasing the number of
families that will receive smoke and carbon monoxide alarms. Since April 2013, Healthy Homes has been able to
provide more than 75 families with alarms. With this opportunity, Healthy Homes is able to expand the range of
families served to include not only Grand Rapids, but also Kentwood and Wyoming. Families with children under
14 are eligible.

The Healthy Homes Coalition has received FEMA funding since 2008 to
install smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in homes. Through June 2013,
the Healthy Homes Coalition has installed 1,010 carbon monoxide alarms
and 2,327 smoke alarms, serving 1,085 households.

In 2012, the Grand Rapids Fire Department (GRFD) received a similar
FEMA award. Recognizing the need for full collaboration and non-
duplication of services, the Healthy Homes Coalition immediately reached
out to request that services be coordinated. The Healthy Homes program
is unique in that it offers carbon monoxide alarms in addition to smoke
detectors, serves families living in rental housing, and also offers services
to Kentwood and Wyoming residents. The Healthy Homes Coalition
welcomes the partnership and will continue to work with GRFD to
coordinate activities, maximize impact, and keep children and families safe.

If you are interested in an alarm installation, set up an appointment today!
Call (616) 241-3300.

Yes! 1d like to help children grow up strong, smart, and healthy by protecting them from
environmental hazards in their homes and becoming a member of Healthy Homes Coalition!

Healthy/l-}omes Names(s):

Coalition of West Michigan Address:
City: Zip:
Email: Phone:
Sponsorship Amount (Join our Giving Circle by pledging a\

special gift over the next five years.

1 $25.00 Basic Member
Healthy Futures Conservator

Ghecks should be made payable to: 1 $50.00 Regular Member $1,000 per year for five years.
Healthy H liti
caithy |fomes Coalfion 1 Healthy Futures Builder $500

742 Franklin SE d $100.00 Supporting Member .

Grand Rapids MI 49507 per year for five years.

Or made online at 5 D $2000O Sustaining Member D Hea|thy Futures Friend $250
(vww.HealthyHomesCoal/t/on.org \ per year for five years. J

www.HealthyHomesCoalition.org



Believing in Opportunities for Children

When you look around west Michigan, it’s
hard to find anyone who does not believe
that children should be afforded every
opportunity to succeed in life. A caring
community embraces their children and
does all that it can to make sure they have a
good start in life.

This includes the hundreds of supporters
who want to make sure that the very homes
where children grow up do not limit the
potential of those children by harming their health.

Believing is the first step. The next step is action.

Healthy Homes is proud to say that there are also a lot of people of
action in west Michigan. Just look at this newsletter and you will see the
names of one-hundred people who responded by making donations to
support our Healthy Homes for Healthy Kids program. Then there are
the foundations who recognize that children’s homes and health are key
to their future success.

But action is more than donating. Michigan Representative Rob
VerHuelen and Senator Dave Hildenbrand took action this spring to
make sure lead poisoned children are protected by reinstating State
funding for lead hazard control. WOOD TV-8 and the Grand Rapids
Press took action by conveying the message that anyone painting an
older home must work lead-safe. And Kathie, Megan and Kim are taking
action by making sure new neighbors are informed and connected with
resources as they prepare to care for their communities’ children.

How can you take action? The Healthy Homes Coalition invites you to
join the ranks of those who both believe in and create opportunities for
children by taking action.

Paul Haan, Executive Director

Healthy Homes Advocates and Michigan
Approves $1.28 Million in Lead Funding

Under the recently announced budget for the State of Michigan, $1.28
million is now available to address childhood lead poisoning. Kent
County has the second highest number of lead poisoning cases in the
state. With this appropriation, more aide will be devoted to abating lead
hazards in homes across the state.

The Healthy Homes Coalition is happy to have played a key role working
alongside State officials, and is grateful to those that supported the
effort to ensure all children have the opportunity to grow up safe and
healthy. A big thank you to Representative VerHuelen and Senator Dave
Hildenbrand for playing leadership roles in this effort!
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Our Current Programs

Healthy Homes Assessments
Trained staff assess the home

for a wide variety of children’s
environmental health concerns,
including lead, asthma triggers,
radon, carbon monoxide,
accidental injury, and more.
Assessments are followed-up

by the development of an action

plan, education, and connection to
resources.

Smoke and CO Alarms

Free smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms installed in homes for
families with children up to 14
years of age.

Radon Testing

Free radon testing for families
participating in Healthy Homes
Assessments. $5 do-it-yourself
kits available for all others.

Pest Management

Help eradicating cockroaches,
mice and rats using child and
environmentally friendly tactics.

Classes and Education

Healthy Homes offers a wide

variety of classes for parents and
professionals.

Eligibility

Most of Healthy Homes’ programs
are restricted to low-moderate
income families with children birth
through age five living in pre-
1978 housing in Grand Rapids
and northeast Wyoming. Call for
details.

- J

www.HealthyHomesCoalition.org
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742 Franklin St SE Here
Grand Rapids, Ml 49507-1307

(616) 241-3300

With the heat and humidity of summer, it isn’t uncommon to see an increase of bugs and pests in the home.
Following three simple steps can help you safely get rid of pests in the home without the use of harmful
chemicals.

1. Starve them OUT! A few crumbs might not seem like much, but can be an
entire meal for pests. Clean up spills and crumbs right away. Store food, snacks
and pet food in tightly sealed containers. Empty trash frequently and use a
garbage can with a tight fitted lid.

2. Dry them OUT! A leaky faucet or a dish with water can provide a source for
pests. Report or fix leaks. Wipe off counters and floors when wet. Do not leave
water standing overnight.

3. Keep them OUT! Mice are small and can fit through a hole the size of a
dime. Cockroaches can fit in even smaller areas. Get rid of clutter where pests like
to hide. Plug holes with copper mesh, spray foam or caulk from the group level up
to five feet.

Lastly, do not use unapproved pesticides or poison. With a few simple changes,
you can get rid of pests! For more information on integrated pest management
and a list of pest management supplies call Healthy Homes at



